INTRODUCTION
The cercaria described in the present paper represents the genus Echinochasmus Dietz, 1909 or Monilifer Dietz, 1909 *. It ressembles the most Cercaria helvetica XVII Dubois, 1929 and Echinochasmus spinosus (Odhner, 1911) described by Karmanova (1971) . However, its identifica tion with any one of these cercariae is risky due to some reasons which will be discussed below. Hence, until more study will be carried out, the cercaria under discussion is provisionally identified as Echinochasmus sp.
The life cycles of many species of the genus Echino chasmus have been recognized till now. The investigations carried by Alekseev (1967), Beaver (1941) , Besprozvannykh (1989) , Filimonova (1974) , Johnston and Simpson (1944) , Karmanova (1971 Karmanova ( , 1973 Karmanova ( , 1974a 
MATERIAL AND METHODS
The material is composed of a pool of cercariae emitted by naturally infected Bithynia tentaculata L., collected in the lakes Drukšiai and Asveja in the environs of Vilnius, Lithuania.
A part of the cercariae was observed alive, in egg albumin in order to reveal the morphology, especially the excretory system; a part was stained in 2 % silver nitrate, exposed to sun rays, washed in distilled water and mounted on slides in Faure fluid in order to reveal distribution of sensillae.
RESULTS
General morphology of the cercaria (Fig. 1, A) . The excretory system is composed of a transversely elon gate vesicle giving rise at opposite corners to two dilated ducts which contain 14-16 large and 4-5 small irregular concretions. At the level of the pharynx these ducts become narrow and turn back. They bifurcate at the level of the ventral sucker into the anterior and the posterior ducts, each collecting capillaries of 4 flame cells (Fig. 1, B) . Fig. 1, C, D, E, F) . CI2 is located at the inner margin of the mouth.
-Body sensillae (Fig. 2, A AIIID is situated in the outline of the acetabular level; however it seems that it belongs to the AIII ring slightly shifted by the dorsal convexity of the cercaria.
-Acetabular sensillae (Fig. 2, A, C) . S = 6 SI (or 5), 1 SII In the case of 5 SI , the postero-medial papilla is lacking.
-Tail sensillae (Fig. 2, D) . U = 5 to 7 UV pairs, 5 to 6 UD pairs, 1 to 2 UL pairs a total of 22 to 30 sensillae, usually 28.
DISCUSSION

a -Comparison of the cercarial morphology
According to Karmanova (1975) , the cercariae of the genus Echinochasmus form a compact group morphologi cally distinct from other Echinostomatid cercariae, resem bling rather gymnocephalous cercariae.
The main diagnostic characters of particular species are body proportions and number of large granules in excre tory ducts. Differences observed by various authors in the flame cell formula may be subjected to an error or misin terpretation. In various species 12-20 flame cells were counted, most frequently 16. Usually the cercaria has a fairly short tail, equal to or slightly longer than the body, except E. spinosus, the tail of which is 2.5 times longer (Karmanova, 1971 ) and E. shigini with the tail 4-5 times longer (Karmanova, 1974 The caudal chaetotaxy suggests that Echinochasmids belong to a peculiar family.
CONCLUSION
According to the morphological and chaetotaxical data on Echinochasmus cercariae, this genus appears to belong to a peculiar group very different of the Echinostoma genus and more closely related to Psilotrema and Sphaeridiotrema.
In the same way, the life-history of the Echinochasmids and Psilostomidae admit for first intermediate host a prosobranch snail meanwhile the Echinostomatinae admit a pulmonate mollusc.
Our observations allow to conclude, as Sudarikov and Karmanova (1977) , to the validity of an Echinochasmidae family; this one appears in relationship with Psilostomidae. 
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